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attitude towards all efforts tending to mitigate the industrial
struggle, such as conciliation and arbitration, and definitely en-
ters the economic arena for the purpose of stirring up strife
and of accentuating the struggle as much as is in his power.

To those who are anxious to bring about peace between
labor and capital on the basis of existing economic and legal
institutions, the Syndicalist must necessarily appear as a dis-
turbing factor in the situation. The Syndicalist will not deny
this nor will he be forced to change his attitude either by
denunciation or by persecution. From his own standpoint, the
Syndicalist believes that he is merely sincere in looking facts
in the face, logical in drawing the proper conclusions from
them, and rationally optimistic in seeing through the mist of
the contradictory present the rising sun of a socially harmoni-
ous future.

DEMOCRACY AND DIRECT ACTION1

The battle for political democracy has been won: white
men everywhere are to live under the regime of parliamentary
government. Russia, which for the present is trying a new
form of constitution, will probably be led by internal or exter-
nal pressure to adopt the system favored by the Western powers.

But even before this contest was decided a new one was
seen to be beginning. The form of government In the United
States, Britain, and France is a capitalistic or plutocratic dem-
ocracy: the democracy which exists in the political sphere finds
no counterpart in the economic world. The struggle for eco-
nomic democracy seems likely to dominate politics for many
years to come. The Russian government, which cares nothing
for the forms of political democracy, stands for a very ex-
treme form of economic democracy, A strong and apparently
growing party in Germany has similar aims. Of opinion in
France I know nothing, but in this country the workers who
desire to obtain control of industries subject to state owner-
ship, though not sufficiently strong numerically to have much
influence on the personnel of Parliament, arc nevertheless able
through organization in key industries to exert a powerful
pressure on the government and to cause fear of industrial
upheavals to become widespread throughout the middle and
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